THE CASE FOR THE
HENLEY & GRANGE BASEBALL CLUB
’ INC.

i

A CLAIM FOR ADMITTANCE
TO
MAJOR LEAGUE 1966



~ FORZWARD -

THE HENIEY AND GRANGE BASEBALL CIUB INCORPORATED WILL
HAKE AN APPEAL IN THE COLING SEASON FOR ADMITTANCE TO
MAJOR LEAGUE.

THE DECISION OF YOUR CLUB OR ASSOCTATION TO SUPPORT
OR REJECT THIS APPEAL IS ONE WHICH SHOUID BE iADE -
ONLY AFTER CAREFUL CONSIDERATTON OF ALL THE FACQTS.

THE MATN QUESTION TO BE ANSWERED IS - "WHAT WOUID BE
THE EFFECT ON BASEBALL IN SOUTH AUSTRALIA" ~ AND
RELEVANT TO THIS ARE A MYRTAD OF SIDE EFFECTS AND
SUBSIDIARY QUESTIONS SOME OF WHICH ARE LISTED OVER-
LEAW,

WE ARE GRATEFUL FCGR YOUR TTME AND CONSIDERATTION IN
THE KNOWLEDGE THAT YOUR DECTSION WILL BE IN THE BEST
INTERESTS OF BASEBALL.
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QUESTIONS TO BE
C ONS TDERED

*

1. IS THERE /. NECESSITY FOR ANOTHER MAJOR LEAGUE CLUB
AND IF SO WHAT JUALIFIES A CILUB TO FILL THE GAP,

2. WHAT WOULD BE THE EFFECT ON KTNDRED GIURS AND WHAT
WILL HAPPEN TO BOUNDARIES AND WHAT WILL HAPFEN TO
PLAYERS INVOLVED IN BOUNDARY CHANGES.

3. VBAT QUALIFIES HENLEY AND GRANGE TO FILL THE GAP
IF IT BEXISTS. ‘

(&) IS HENLEY AND GRANGE STRONG-ENDUGH
(B} WHAT ARHY THEIR ASSETS AND FACTILITIES
(C) VHAT IS THEIR PAST RECORD

(D) YHAT HAVE THEY DONE FOR BASEBALL IN SOUTH
LAUSTRALTA.

(E) WHAT WILL THEY DO IN THE FUTURE

(F} A WORD ABOUT STAGNATTON

These we feel are pertinent questions to which we
will attempt to supply our answers, which will at
least provide the case for Henley and Grange and to

which in your consideration you can add your own
criticisms.
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- IS THERE A NECESSITY FOR ANOTHER
MAJOR IEAGUE CLUB?  AND IF S0,
WHAT QUALIFIES A CLUB TO FILL THE
GAP.

N

The population expansion in Adelaide since the war is
reflected in the expansion of sport generally and in
particular in this case in the growth of the 3.A.B.L.

‘The Town Plamner's Report predicts the population of
Metropolitan Adelaide to double in 30 years from 1961
with increases ovsr the intervening years as shown in
Figure I. a - ‘

. Forward plaming for Urban Development and its associated
services, water, sewerage, power, gas, transport and
roads, ete., will avert.a chaotic situation in the Tuture.

Social facilities such as sport .will expand t0 meet. de-
wand and there is 1ittle doubt that the demend for base-~
.-.pall as_for -other-sports will increage proportionately.

S A glance at extracts of the. Town Plamer's Report, TaHeT
end Flgures IT and IIT show that if we plot population
increases for-what WS generally assums as Metropolitan
Wdelaide today, i.e., the Metropolitan Council freas,
Zones 1 to 7 and do the same thing for what will even-
tually be embraced as Outer Metropolitan Adelaide, i.e.,
‘the District Council Areas, Zones 8 - 15 from Gawler .
to Sellicks Beach, expansion of the latter -will dwapf
expansion of the formsr. These "increasss are plotted
on Figures IV and V.

Our argument is then this - You can't just pluck 'out one
Zone and say "This is our nexts Major League Club"™ because
there will be at least four other outer district zones

of equal size with equal rights to the position: and
at this stage the League will certainly have to think of
Teorganisation of the whole system.

We contend that there is 1ittle doubt that there igs
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plenty of room for another Major League Club and there
is room for one now!!

The current system of a bye and a double header evary
weekend could well be reorganised to a double bye: on
Saturdeys, eliminating the double header with +two teams
playing the Sunday and providing additional umpires to
meet the demand on Saturdays.

The Club %o fill the gap must have numerical strength,
‘& strong 'following, a working junior developme nt pro-
gramme, financial soundness, .-~ood permanent grounds and
Clubrooms, a past record of success and development,
the ability to survive lean periods and an assured

future.

We feel that the Henley and Grange Baseball Club Ine.,
‘is foremost with these attributes.

WHLT WILL BE THE sFFECT ON KINDARED
CLUBS AND BOUNDIXIES AND WEAT WILIL
HAPPEN TO PLLYErS INVOIVAD IN THE
BOUND:gY CHANGES

The Town Planner's Report shows the predicted population
inereases in the Metropolitan Council Aress in increments
of 10 years over the 30 years from 1961. These are showr
on Flgures.IT and IIT as relative population dengities.

These figures we feel in the long range view do not
favour’ our proposal. Ve are equally convinced that these
figures will indicate the necessity of a review of the
whole grading system.

YWie do feel, however, that in the short tem view, i.e.,
the next 10 years, that short term population increases
combined with present Club status are the oriteria for
consideration of another Major league Club.

fe draw your attention to Figures IT and IIT ( and inci-
dentally the reproduction does not emphasize the inner
Metropolitan increased densities as clearly as the
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original) and show that increases in population indicate
an increase in the .Henley and Orange ares and inoreases
in neighboring Council Areas on both sides. Statistics
indicate that urban industrial areas (refer Figures I to
V) will increase in population on an equal basis with
outer areas over the next Tew years., These increases
therefore would favour creation of a district boundary
Tor Henley and Grange without depleting from the popula-
tion content in zones of neighboring Clubs. The above
Tacts we feel must be considered along with a considera-
tion of present Club strength and past development,
which we emphasise is a major prerequisite.

Henley and Grange feels that existing neighboring Ma jor
League Clubs have the prerogative concerning players
involved in boundary changes. with.-regard to the questions
1 or 2 below.

1. Preserve status quo : , )
2. Allot players according to any boundary changes.

‘THE. CASE FOR HENLEY

AND GRANGE.

(A} IS HENLEY AND GRANGE STRONG ENOUGH

The question is directed straight at the current position
of the Club in its past season and facts are listed below
for clarity..

Registered players - 60

Teams ~ 5 .

Minor A - Mipor premiers with 38 points, winning the last
18 games in & row in the Minor Round - eliminat-
ed in the preliminary final. We realise that a

Premiership is-congidered a necessary criterion
by some but you can't win them all.

Minor B - Third in the minor round ‘with 24 points,'eiimi—
nated in the preliminary final.

Minor D - Second in the minor round, with 24 points, and
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eliminated by Wattle Park Teachers College
in the Grand Final, W.P.T.C., a team out of
its class in its 37th consecutive win.

Minor F - Second in the minor round with 23 points, de-
feated in the preliminary final.

Little League - Fifth in the minor round with 9 points.

Coaches - Five playing and non playing coaghes in the
lower grades, each with 20 years experience.

Minor League Club Champions - winnmers of the Mount.
Barker Shield with 118 points, 47 points clear
of the nearsst competitor.

Table II shows team strengths of all Clubs in 1965.
(B) WHAT ARE THEIR ASSETS AND FACTLITIES

The Club has always held a strong and increasing cash
balance. It has £600 invested in the Grange 0Oval Club-
rooms as a third shareholder with a combinsd Council £ fo
£ subsidy. ' These Clubrooms feature & spacious hall,
changerooms, toilets, ghowers and kitchen/bar, with facil-
ity for plamned expansion. Funds for construction were

..LAised. by. a.debenture issue-to Club mémbers who wers re-

paid by money raised to the full emount of £600 in .two
years. SO B . .

This investment in permanent Clubrooms assures the Club of
an unchallengable use of itg home ground, the Grange Oval
an excellent playing aresa extremsly well kept, capable of
comfortably carrying two dismonds and comparable with most
playing areass in use today.

(C) WHAT IS THEIR PAST RECORD

The Henley and Grange Baseball Club was formsd in 1945 and
has continually expanded. Figure VI shows the number of
teams fielded over the years and Figure VIT the number of
registersed players. To summarise the Club has fielded

8 teams and has had 57 teams in the final four and has
won 8 premierships, winning the Minor League Glub Champion.
ship, the Mount Barker Sheild 7 times.
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(D) WHAT HAVE IHEY DONE FOR _BASEBAIL TN SOUTH ATSTRALTA

" In 8pprox. 1952 we introduced baseball in the Henley
Primary School and over the years have provided coacheg
and umpires. After a short lapse this servics hasg
continued, In approx. 1954 we introduced baseball to
Findon High School. In approx. 1958 we started Henley
High School and in coopsration with West Torrens Baseball
Club we still coach teams at this school. In 1965 we.
have introduced baseball in the Grangs Primary School,
after lengthy opposition.

The Club can say without fear of contradiction that it
has been the backbone of support and organisation for the
Minor Leagus Interstate Series, both in billetting and.
‘sogial’ provisidli'since the inception of The Serics in 1954,
We have had 49 players Sglected in the 12 teams sinee the
series began. - - '

(B) WHAT WILL HENIEY AND GRANGE DO IN THE FUTURE

At this stage we think the past speaks for the fubure
and nsed to say wvery little.

Perhaps our programme in ons avenue is indicative of the
rest. As a lajor Ieague Club, Henley and Grange would
‘apply for the responsibility of full organisation and
supply of personnel to conduct the Primary Schocls Com-~
petition in the Western Zone which is currently without
an organising body.

(F) A WORD ABOUT S TAGNATTON

iiore than one Minor League Club that was, exists no more.
Two of the strongest to come to ming are Railways with

a team that could have held its own anywhere, and Rdwards-
town, one of owur old comtempories, at one time well on

its way to the top. TLoss of such Clubs is a bitter

blow to baseball =and should never have occurred,
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We feel that a gimilar stagnation is the reason that
--Henley and Grange Minor A has been "always a bridesmaid,
never a bride". After winning three Premierships in a
Tow, we have been in the four over ths last nine consecu
tive years without a premisrship, and yet Henley and
Grange have shown that it has the Club strength to hold
top bllling and gain further in Club strength.

We are confident that if admitted to Yinjor Leasgue this
Club strength will eventually hold in good stead so that
in the not so far distant future we will be able to give
Major League competition the shake that we have given
Minor League over the yvears.

TO SULMARTZE

A Club admitted to Major League must be strong with a
continuous record of growth ang prosperity.

Our claim is based on current strength, past record and
predicted suburban development over the next ten years,

- Urban development and population increage in the areas
to the North,North-East. and South of what we now know

as Metropolitan Adelaide may result in the formation of
as many as four or five strong Clubs with a demand for
Te-organisation of the district system if and when the ir
strength is assured.
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ESTIMATED 5D DISTRIBUTTON OF THE FKTURE
PDPULATION

Metropolitan fdelaide 1961, 1971, 1981 ana 1991,

Planners 0frice

Y
A

-

i — .
.t Plan, g ; :
f Dist. Iogal Covt, Area 1961% 1971 - 1981 1991
% TT7C1ey of Kdelaidge, ”“"é5,119 24,0007 28,000 31,000
5 2 | Hindmersh 12,919 11,000, 10,000, 10,000
Port Adelaide 58 906 48,000 54 000 59 000
Woodville 71,020 82, 000 86,000 88,000
3 | Enfielq 72 379 83,000 | 85,000_ 87 000
Prospect i 22,190 22,000:  23,000] 24,000
Walkerville 4,464 5,000 7,000 | 8,300
4 | Burnside 36,268 40,0001 42,000 43,000
Cempbelltown 20,905 40,000 46, 000 51,000
Kensington and Norwood 13,485 13,000 14,000 15,000
Payneham 14,924 16,000 16,000 16,000
| St. Peters 11,719 11,000{ 11,000 12,000
5 | golonel Light Gardens 3,67 4,000 4,000 4,000
Mit chan 43,086 49,000{ 54,000 58 000
Unley ! 40,205 43,000 | 46 000 49,000
6 | Brightan | 20,349 21,000 21,000] 22,000
Glenel g | 14,490 | 14,000* 15, 000 16,000
Marion i 58 373 15, 000! 85,000 95,000
i i R
7 | Henley ami Grange | 11,661 4 13, ooo; 15,000 18,000
Thebarton 1 12,8 ; 12,000 13,000 14,200
West Torrens CAGTI0 P 44,0001 45,0000 46,900
e el ey 1‘7‘ L ¢ "EEN b e e _1-._...,,......_4—......-”..-3._....--...“ A —
8 Sallsbury 39“f09w-1 78,000 " 124,000: 145,000
9 | Tes Tree Gully 5,926 25,0005 64,0001 103, 000
SO I — ; 4 L
10 | Mumo Para 3,154 1 18,000! 43,000 98,00
11 | Bast Torrens 3,656 5,000 7,000, 9,020
12 | Stirling 7,052 10,000 { 21,000 30,200
CETRS— v e e e - —— [ { —r—
1% Bhadows g '1,500 & 5,000; 20,000 29,000
14 | Noarlunga 5,495 | 50,000; 92,000! 154,000
15 | wWillunga # 2,000 $1 2,000, 8,000/ 30,500
o TOTALS 652,145 ! 843,000 1,099,0001, 364,000
% Census June, 1961 g Part Oniy g Estimate by Town
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Goodwood
Port aAdelaide
Sturt
ALdelalds
Glenelg
Bast Torrens
Kensington
West Torrens
Prospect
University
Yioodville

Marion
H& G
LT, C.
Enfislq

Central Districts

H.T.C.
Internationals
Burnaside
W.P.T.C.

Y. il.Cutua
Western Youth

TABLE IT

TOTAT MATOR
LEAGUE THAMS

TOTAL MINOR

PPN MO NN

LELGUE TEALS
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