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From	the	President	
	
It	was	a	great	to	see	so	many	members	at	the	Annual	Dinner	in	late	June.	The	buzz	of	conversation	
around	the	tables	during	the	night	was	very	satisfying,	and	I	know	that	the	organizing	team	put	in	a	lot	of	
effort	to	ensure	a	successful	event.	Well	done!	
	
During	June	the	National	Capital	Authority	undertook	a	public	consultation	on	a	proposal	for	seaplanes	to	
operate	on	Lake	Burley	Griffin.	As	part	of	the	consultation	the	NCA	produced	a	Discussion	Paper	.	While	
there	is	some	detail	in	the	Discussion	Paper,	the	lack	of	operational	information	and	a	risk	assessment	
limited	the	ability	for	clubs,	such	as	BMRC,	to	fully	assess	the	impact	of	seaplane	operations	on	rowing	
activities.	As	an	example,	the	proposal	for	a	seaplane	runway	for	westerly	landings	and	easterly	take-offs,	
located	to	the	west	of	Commonwealth	Avenue	Bridge,	appears	to	present	a	significant	conflict	with	the	
main	route	taken	by	rowing	vessels	approaching	Central	Basin	from	the	west,	or	departing	Central	Basin	
heading	east.		
	
As	well	as	presenting	a	number	of	other	points,	the	BMRC	submission	to	the	consultation	concluded:	
	

• ‘The proposal for seaplane operations on the lake presents a number of operational concerns and risks, the 
most significant appearing to be the establishment of a seaplane runway to the West of the National 
Museum. Risks such as this and other operational uncertainties should be addressed to the satisfaction of 
lake users before a final decision is made on seaplane operations.’ 

The	NCA	Board	will	now	review	submissions	as	part	of	its	considerations.	
	
I	recently	had	the	pleasure	of	writing	to	Luke	Letcher	on	behalf	of	the	Club,	congratulating	him	on	being	
awarded	BMRC	Rower	of	the	Year,	and	wishing	him	and	the	Australian	team	success	in	Tokyo	at	the	
Olympics.	Luke	responded:	
	

• Thank you very much! That’s quite an honour and it means a lot to me knowing how supportive the club is 
of my journey so far and that you’re all behind me when I’ll be racing over there. I’ll pass on the best wishes 
to the rest of my crew as well. 

Make	sure	you	tune	in	to	your	television	or	streaming	devices	to	follow	the	progress	of	the	Australian	
Rowing	Team	in	Tokyo.	The	first	day	of	the	rowing	is	Friday	23	July	with	heats	in	a	number	of	events,	
including	the	Men’s	Quad	Sculls	–	Luke’s	event.	Rowing	is	scheduled	from	0830	to	1230	Japanese	
Standard	Time	on	23	July.	
	
Leigh	Gordon	
	

Main	points	from	the	July	Committee	Meeting		
The	Committee	is	investigating	purchasing	a	defibrillator	for	the	Club.	
	
Feedback	from	members	deemed	the	Annual	Dinner	a	success.		Due	to	the	numbers	attending	-	80	rather	



than	the	budgeted	60	-	the	Dinner	covered	its	cost	with	a	$488	surplus.	The	Silent	Auction	and	Craft	
Corner	contributed	$2356	to	our	account.	
	
Leigh	participated	in	a	Zoom	meeting	regarding	the	Proposal	for	the	Seaplane,	and	has	submitted	a	
response	to	National	Capital	Authority.	
	
Judith	has	received	very	little	response	to	the	Murray	River	RFDS	Rowathon	scheduled	for	September,	but	
there	has	been	more	interest	in	a	Club	social/rowing	weekend	at	Tallowa	Dam,	near	Kangaroo	Valley,	
potentially	in	early	December.	The	Committee	will	follow	this	up	closer	to	Summer.		

	
From	the	Safety	Officer		
No	incident/accident	reports	received!		
I’m	hoping	this	is	a	reflection	of	good	practices	rather	than	not	being	bothered	to	report.	It’s	been	great	to	
see	Members	carefully	considering	weather	conditions	and	looking	out	for	each	other	on	the	water	–	
keeping	each	other	in	sight,	ready	to	offer	support	if	needed.	
	
INCIDENT	REPORTING	

As	required	by	Rowing	Australia,	Rowing	ACT	collects	information	detailing	rowing	related	safety	
incidents	in	the	ACT.	This	information	is	used	to	analyse	and	assess	risks	in	order	to	manage	those	risks	
and	mitigate	the	chances	of	reoccurrence.	

An	on-water	incident	or	‘near	incident’	is	an	event	causing	or	involving:	
• a collision or near	miss; 

 
• a capsize or swamping of a rowing boat in winter (1 May to 30 September); 

• a capsize or swamping of a coaching boat at any time; 

• material damage to a boat; 

• danger to a person caused by a boat’s operations; 

• danger of serious damage to a boat; 

• danger of serious damage to a structure caused by a boat’s operations; 

• loss or presumed loss or abandonment of a boat; or 

• serious injury (or grievous bodily harm to, or death of) a person caused by a boat’s operations. 

Report	forms	can	be	found	at	the	Clubhouse	or	on	our	website.	
Reports	must	come	to	me	as	Safety	Officer	before	being	passed	on	to	RACT		
	
Mary	Bonney	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	



From	the	Captain	
 
Equipment maintenance/damage: 
The Club has an amazing fleet of boats. 
Please ensure boats are being backed into the pontoon to avoid damage to the bow. 
Please be aware of blades rubbing on the pontoon. Please try to minimise this when launching and landing 
Ian Mongan 

	

	
	

Rodney	Palmer	and	the	Cliff	Hill	shield	at	the	recent	Rowing	ACT	presentations	
		

Recent	events	
A	fantastic	BMRC	Annual	Dinner	was	held	at	The	Duxton	on	Friday	25	June.	80	guests	were	mesmerised	by	a	very	
entertaining	speech	from	Lyall	McCarthy	OAM.	Lyall	has	coached	on	the	Australian	senior	A	Rowing	team	19	Times	
including	6	Olympic	Games.	In	that	time	he	has	coached	18	medal-winning	boats	at	World	Championships	or	
Olympic	Games	and	has	won	medals	in	every	open	women’s	boat	category,	as	well	as	gold	with	the	men’s	
lightweight	eight	in	1997.	
	
Lyall	took	us	through	a	very	entertaining	review	of	Kim	Brennan’s	campaign	at	the	2016	Olympic	Games	where	she	
won	a	Gold	Medal	in	the	women’s	single	scull.	A	copy	of	the	slides	and	videos	that	Lyall	referenced	in	his	speech	
will	be	loaded	onto	the	BMRC	website.	
	
The	dinner	was	also	an	opportunity	to	recognise	and	celebrate	the	achievements	of	a	number	of	members	from	
across	the	Club:	

• Rower	of	the	Year	
o Luke	Letcher	for	his	success	at	selection	in	the	Mens	Quad	Scull	for	Tokyo	–	good	luck!	

• Masters	Rower	of	the	Year	
o Pamela	Nash	for	her	success	at	regattas	this	year	–	particularly	at	the	Australian	Masters	in	

Adelaide	
• Rowers’	Rower	

o Mary	Quilty		-	nominated	by	the	members	for	her	generous	coaching	
• Captain’s	Awards	

o Jane	Robinson	for	her	efforts	in	managing	the	Club	regatta	entries	
o Robyn	Pender	for	her	contribution	as	membership	secretary	over	many	years	
o Judith	Abercromby	for	her	contribution	to	Club	administration	and	her	management	of	new	

members		



• Cliff	Hill	Trophy	awarded	by	Rowing	ACT	
o Rodney	Palmer	

• Veteran	Four	Plate	awarded	by	Rowing	ACT	
o Henry	Bridgewater,	Damien	Pentony,	Stephen	McGlynn	and	Ian	Mongan	(although	some	Canberra	

rower	may	have	jumped	into	one	seat)	
	

	
• Members	selected	as	ACT	Masters	representatives	and	reserves	

o Stephen	Reynolds	 o Steve	McGlynn	
o Henry	Bridgewater	 o Peter	Dall	
o Ted	Hall	 o Ian	Mongan	
o Rob	Curtin	 o Rick	Martin	
o Steve	Mirtschin	 o Damien	Pentony	
o Michael	Simmons	 	

• Acknowledgments	
o Darrell	Ninham	for	his	work	on	boat	repairs	and	shed	equipment	
o Kate	Freebody	for	her	efforts	as	Treasurer	
o Philip	Winkworth	and	Leslee	Hodgson	for	their	coaching	

The	dinner	was	a	success	thanks	to	the	efforts	of	a	great	team	
• The	Dinner	organisers	

o Mary	Bonney	
o Toni	Green	
o Dot	Barclay	
o Mary	Quilty	
o Kate	Freebody	

• Cake	makers	and	decorators		
o Jane	Earl	and	Mary	Quilty	

• IT	support	
o Clare	Cable	

• Silent	Auction	Prize	donors	
o Mary	Bonney	
o Dot	and	Peter	Barclay	and	the	Forrest	Hotel	and	Apartments	and	King	O’Malley’s	
o Jane	Clews	and	Happy	Fit	Footware	
o Adele	and	Leigh	Gordon	
o Fiona	and	Rick	Martin	and	Oakbrook	Olives	
o Philip	Winkworth	

• Craft	item	donors	
o Liz	Abbott	
o Amanda	Brown	
o Adele	Gordon	
o Yvonne	Poels	

Leigh	Gordon	
	

Membership	Numbers	
	
In	late	May	each	year	Rowing	ACT	surveys	the	membership	numbers	of	ACT	clubs.	BMRC’s	survey	results	
for	the	last	three	years	are	captured	below:		
	
	 BMRC	Census	
	 2018-19	 2019-20	 2020-21	

Masters	 119	 115	 115	
Seniors	 9	 4	 5	
Juniors	 2	 3	 19	



Cox	 1	 1	 2	

Total	 131	 123	 141	
	

The	increase	in	the	number	of	Juniors	in	2020-21	represents	the	Orana	School	students	who	are	members	of	
BMRC	but	row	with	Daramalan	College.		
	

Upcoming	Events	
	
July 

16/17 Sat-
Sun 
  

Winter Time Trial 3   Lake Burley 
Griffin 

WTT  Info.. | Events 

August 

14 Sat-
Sun 
  

Winter Time Trial 4   Lake Burley 
Griffin 

WTT  Info.. | Events 

September 

11-12 Sat-
Sun 
  

Winter Time Trial 5   Lake Burley 
Griffin 

WTT  Info.. | Events 

11 Sat 2021 RFD Murray River 
Rowathon 

 River Murray  Wentworth District Rowing Club 
TBC 

18 Sat BMRC AGM  Shed  TBC 

 

	
	

Shout	outs	
	
Richard	Reilly:	For	consistently	giving	the	Clubroom	a	COVID	Clean	
	
Bob	Rosenbauer:	For	the	donation	of	his	BBQ	and	the	disposal	of	the	old	one.	For	random	acts	of	
cleaning	and	tidying	around	the	shed.	
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