
Frequently Asked Questions 

Do you have to be a member of a club to participate in Tackers? 

No, one of the great things about Tackers is you don’t have to be a member of a club to 
participate. In fact, kids receive an honorary club membership during their participation 
in the program and some clubs or centres extend this to their families. 

Do kids need to be able to swim to participate in Tackers? 

Some ability to swim would be preferable, however they will be wearing lifejackets at all times. In 

the first few sessions, the instructors supervise the group in a 50m swim with their lifejackets on. 
Parents/guardians, you are encouraged to talk to our Sailing Manager (n.steenson@16s.com.au) 
or the Tackers Instructor if you have any concerns. 

What type of boats will the kids be sailing? 

The Tackers program is only delivered in a boat called an Opti. This boat was specifically 
designed for the program and is an ideal introduction to dinghy sailing. The boats allow two kids 
to sail together and as they gain confidence and move up from Tackers 1 to Tackers 2 they are 
able to sail the boat alone. The boats have built-in buoyancy which means they provide extra 
stability. 

Are the kids out sailing on their own? 

When kids start sailing in Tackers 1 they will be sailing in pairs. There are usually 6-10 boats in a 
group and there will be an Instructor and an Assistant Instructor in a safety boat. 

The safety boat stays on the water all the time the kids are sailing. 

Do the kids need any special clothing to participate in Tackers? 

No, there is no special clothing needed.  We recommend kids wear clothes and shoes that they 
don’t mind getting wet – swimmers, boardshorts, rash shirts, maybe a wetsuit if you have one 
and a pair of old sandshoes or slip on wet-shoes.  Always remember to bring a hat for sun 
protection.  The kids can bring a towel and a change of clothes as we have change room 

facilities, including showers.  

What can kids do when they finish Tackers? 

There are three levels to the Tackers program that kids can progress through. When they 
finish Tackers 3 – Sailing Fast! they can progress through to our Junior Sailing Pathways and 
competitive sailing in either of our Junior Training Fleets Pelicans or Open Bics. These classes 
introduce kids to racing in a fun environment. 

To find out more about what happens after Tackers, please speak with the Tackers Leader or 
Sailing Manager.   

 

 


