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2015 World Championships is over... and the 

winner is: Stellan Berlin once more. 
For a lot of us the 2015 World Championships hosted by 

Rauman Purjehdusseura in Finland is a memory that will 

stay in our minds for a long time. The beautiful weather 

together with good racing on a tricky race course made the 

event one of the greatest in years. The organiser´s land 

crew was the best and most efficient that we had ever 

experienced, a big thank you to the land crew for all the 

fantastic help they handed out during the regatta. 

Stellan Berlin from Sweden was the winner and runner up 

was Björnar Erikstad from Norway, in third place was 

Heiko Kröger from Germany. Here under you can read the 

report from one of the fellow competitors about the 

Worlds 2015: 

Stellan again! by Rikard Bjurstrom FIN 184 
The World Championships in Rauma, Finland has been sailed in beautiful weather and with great arrangements 

from the Rauma Yacht Club. 102 boats showed up on the starting line from 19 different countries. In Tampere, 

Finland in 1998 where the biggest event ever was held, there were 104 boats from 15 countries. 11 races were 

sailed according to schedule and there was no doubt about the winner. Stellan Berlin SWE sailed very steadily 

with no bigger mistakes. The same you could see also in the two other medalists sailing. Very secure and with 

very few mistakes, Björnar Erikstad NOR had a second throw out as good as 11th and Heiko Kröger GER a 

14th, places that most of the sailors would like to achieve at least once. In 4th place was the first Finn, Jan 

Forsblom, who has not been attending many Worlds before but has always been one of the top sailors in the 

Worlds that he has attended. Once more the girls Helena Lucas and Megan Pascoe from GBR showed that they 

are pros and ready to beat any guy. In 7th place we had a rookie, Dee Smith, from USA that we can expect to be 

one of the top sailors in the future in 2.4mR. Dee has a long history in sailing bigger boats in super high 

competitions and is ready to start developing 2.4mR boats to an even higher level than they are today. Martin 

Pascoe GBR, usually called Megan’s father, and Fabian Björndahl FIN, usually called Tom Björndahls (World 

Champion in 1999) son, did a great job finishing 17th and 28th. 

During a week of racing many things can happen and here a few of them: 

 102 boats had perfect berths in a small club without extra jetties (good) 

 Warm food was waiting for you when you come ashore as well as free beer (good) 

 Boats were touching the windward mark very often and no-one reacted (bad) 

 The Jury started to protest on mark touching and one resulted in a DNE (good) 

 One sailor was OCS, did not come back but got his finishing position (bad) 

 The recreation boats were very efficiently kept out of the racing area (good) 

 Esa Harjulahti won a new Charger 2.4 mR on the lottery (good for him) 

 In night time when the cafeteria was closed, it was self service (good) 

 A shallow area was on the race course but well marked and no problems (good) 

 Boats were exactly on the line even with black flags, thanks to almost all having GPS (good/bad) 

 On lay day Norwegians cooked a great fish soup for all (good) 

 GPS tracking made it possible to follow the race from ashore (good) 

 Everybody, organizers and sailors had a great time (good) 

Thanks to the organizers, to the Rauma Yacht Club and to all sailors for a great week and hope to see you 

soon on the race course again! 
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Overall results 
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Overall results (continued) 
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2015 2.4mR Worlds travelogue by Peter Russell AUS 28 
04.08.15 Rauma 
 Arrive Helsinki Airport for drive to Rauma, Finland with 

Stephen McCullum in the tiny blue VW up! that was 
transport for 12 Days, green trees and red buildings 
landscape meets the coast of rocky islands 

 Rauma Yacht Club is the island of Kuuskari, held first race 
in 1872, clubhouse built 1983 

 Meet Michael, Tish and Evert – boat 789 is Peter’s charter 
boat – mast to be delivered tomorrow so just some initial 
rigging 

 A walk through Old Rauma as the sun shines through the 
night 

05.08.15 Rauma 
 An Old Rauma walk as we wait for masts to be delivered 
 Rauma Library, Lahdelma, 2003 – beautiful civic jewel on 

Rauma canal – light dances though picture windows to the 
rhythm of timber and warm yellow 

 Rickard arrives early – up with masts adjust the rigging and 
a first sail (area A) – black sails look good, break the 
sidestay fixing, the seat floats and the jib sheets are a pain 
but otherwise good 

 Dinner Mr Jones traditional home food Lapskoussi (mashed 
meet, vegetables and potato) with a Mississippi steam beer 
(made for the Rauma Blues festival) 
 

06.08.15 Rauma 
 Hotel Raumanlinna breakfast a routine is established with 

fruit and yoghurt topped with cereal, meats and cheeses on 
different breads followed by pastries accompanied with 
sailing chat 

 Check boats – a few repairs – bolt the sidestays, new Velcro 
for the seat, adjust the sidestay tension and off for another 
sail (area A) – black sails – jib is too flat; speed and height is 
good but starting to sail the boat with more low depth in the 
jib and tighter main leech to achieve height in the light slop. 
Good racing with German Team COMFORTABLE – 
CHARTER IS OK! 
 

07.08.15 Rauma 
 Check boats and off for another sail (area A) – white sails 

but mainsail is too flat – all systems now working so ready to 
race! Good racing again with the German Team. Boat out of 
water ready for measurement day. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

08.08.15 Rauma 
 09:00-20:00 Registration 
 AUS 43 is 9.20am and AUS 28 is 9.40am, the measurement 

requires masts out for band check so a long process, both 
boats OK except 2kg correctors removed as overweight, 
AUS 46 follows OK.  

 NO SAILING so off to the Rauma Maritime Museum with 
Stephen McCullum – former Maritime School built 1900 - a 
story of sailors and ship building in Rauma – interesting 
maritime objects and interactive displays - fun with 
navigation simulator “steering” MS Jenny into New York 
harbour 
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09.08.15 Rauma 
 09:00-20:00 Registration 
 Back in the water for a cruise to area B past Rauma port 

with shipping lanes to port and starboard. Sailors from 18 
countries converge on Rauma – hello to Lennart Heselius 
(Rabbit 1), Per Ahrbom, Martin and Megan Pascoe 

 16:00 Annual General Meeting discourse on constitution, 
rules and the future of Paralympic sailing, ride back to 
Rauma with Ian & Jean Stowe 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

10.08.15 Rauma 
 13:00 Practice race 
 19:00 Opening ceremony 
 PRACTICE RACE – a long sail to race area B (all other 

races were area A) – a shock – I couldn’t get through the 
wall of boats to the start line – the top mark was impossible 
– clear lanes were hard to find – finished 40th 

 Sailors lunch enjoyed by all in the regatta tent 
 Opening ceremony in few words at the Party Arena 

 
 
 
 
 
 

11.08.15 Rauma 
 11:55, 1st Warning signal of the day, target 3 races 
 RACE 1 - clear start, lifted on starboard to favoured left 

side, tack to port and lifted to mark with left veer, 8th at top 
mark, overrun by champions in variable winds to finish 11th 
– great start to championship, good start, good speed, good 
strategy 

 RACE 2 – poor start, heavy traffic on left side, finished 40th 
– just didn’t make clear lanes 

 RACE 3 – rolled at start, heavy traffic on left side, up to 30s 
near top mark but drifted below top mark under starboard 
tackers so try again, in middle on run but went left and 
missed pressure to right on second beat, finished 86th – 
BAD RACE!!! poor start, poor strategy 

 A long day in light variable winds followed by sailors lunch at 
the regatta tent watching racing by GPS - the air full of lost 
opportunity 

12.08.15 Rauma 
 11:55, 1st Warning signal of the day, target 3 races 
 RACE 4 – rolled at start but picked lanes to finish 28th – 

learn to accelerate off line 
 RACE 5 – poor start, lost space to leeward, just in the 

middle all race, finished 49th – protect your starting position 
 RACE 6 - poor start, pushed down line into luffing boat, up 

to 20s near top mark but drifted below top mark under 
starboard tackers so try again at back of fleet, finished 66th 
– keep speed at top mark to give options 
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 Sailor lunch at the regatta tent then off to the Party Arena for 
Sailor’s Night -  Stephen McCullum third last in the boat draw 
- so close! Lottery Winners - Charger Composites 2.4mR 
boat: Esa Harjulahti, Ursuit dry suit: Hans Asklund 

13.08.15 Rauma 
 Reserve day 
 Walk Old Rauma (UNESCO World Heritage) 

Rauma City Hall, 1776 – lace story museum 
Church of the Holy Cross, 1512 (with Per) 
Rauma Art Museum - Retrospective exhibition of silversmith 
and sculptor Eila Minkkinen 
Kirsty – C18th sailor’s home museum 
Marela – C19th shipowner’s home museum 

 Walk to Poroholma campsite, home port of Galleass Marita 
and Schooner Kathrina 

 Dinner at Goto for the Aussies and top Swedes - Stellan, 
Lennart, Henrick – Gulf of Bothnia whitefish 
 
 

14.08.15 Rauma 
 11:55, 1st Warning signal of the day, target 3 races 
 RACE 7 - rolled at start, hit top mark (3600 penalty), in traffic 

to finish 52nd – learn to accelerate off line; tack under 
starboard tackers at 5 boats from mark, 10 boats is too far to 
carry momentum 

 RACE 8 - clear start, 21st at top mark, pick up to 16th on 
runs but back to 21st in variable conditions – need to keep 
clear lanes but don’t get too close to laylines 

 RACE 9 – rolled at start, scraped past top mark under 
starboard tackers to find 300 wind shift to left meant that I 
couldn’t lay the clearance mark - two attempts to tack and 
make the mark to loud screams of starboard! – worked up 
fleet to finish 47th - NOT GOOD!!! - if you are in the middle you have limited options to make good so get 
the start right 

15.08.15 Rauma 
 10:55, 1st Warning signal of the day, target 2 races 
 19:00 Prize giving ceremony and party 
 RACE 10 - clear start and picked up pressure on left, 15th at 

top mark, Megan port tacked at the pin and won, good 
second beat to 12th but missed right pressure on final beat 
and dropped to finish 20th – just didn’t see wind pressure on 
right in last beat 

 RACE 11 - clear start and picked up big lift on left (FIN 133 
chat good lift), 5th at top mark, run with GER 1 and followed 
the shifts but lost two places to NOR 1 and FIN 133 to finish 
7th – TOP TEN!!! a brilliant finish to a challenging 
championship with difficult starts (short line yachts x 2) and 
top marks (15 minute beat) but when you get it right it is 
EASY!!! 

 Undo the magic and pack the boat for Evert 
 Prize giving at the Party Arena with dinner Pyttipannu and 

Finnish pop band Eppu Narmali encore, a sad good-by to 
friends from around the world 
1st Stellan Berlin SWE 29 pts 
2nd Bjornar Erikstad NOR 42 pts 
3rd Heiko Kroger GER 55 pts 
29th Peter Russell AUS 275 pts 
46th Stephen McCullum AUS 351 pts 
66th Michael Leydon AUS 472 pts 


