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Mini 12 “Australia IT"” sails across Bass Strait

From information supplied by Peter Chadwick

Ron’s
solo salil
no small
effort

By ANDREW PROBYN

BASS Strait is a formi-
dable streteh of water for
any sea-going vessel.
gy But when your yacht is
no bigger than a surf ski,
the sea’s treachery
seems greater.
Knowing full well the
& in store, veteran
Geelong yachtsman Ron
Spence decided to sail
.mln across Bass Strait in
s tiny 3. 15mef.re (1m
Ghu fibreglas:

Mr Sperice, 7o, e
engineer, left Apollo Bay
on Saturday and arrived

late on Tuesday in
5] ‘asmania.

couple of years ago and
Elm:e ‘then he’s had rheu-

fever which im-
muhﬂixed im for six
months,” Mr Martini said.

“He's a really remark-
able fellow — very lively
and intense — nothing
seems to worry him.”

Mr Spence's wife Joan
said she was always con-
fident he would complete
the Bass Strait trip, but
admmmd bemg worried.

ure he'd get

chere‘ but, I got peace Gf

mind when he allowed a

support boaf to follow
him across,” she said.

Mr Spence is no stran-
zer to maritime adven-

having competed in
hhe Melbourne to Osaka
race mnny times.
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Veteran
yachtsman
crosses in
12-footer

I By Mandy Woodward ]

BASS STRAIT yachting veteran
Ron Spence yesterday completed the
biggest boating challenge of his life

At 10 am. he arrived at Stanl
after crossing the treacherous stretﬁ;
of water in a 12-foot version of
America Cup yacht Australia I1.

What made the challenge even
more amazing was that Mr Spence
(89) suffered a stroke three years ago.

“He has great determination and
when he sets his mind to do something
he genera]lfr succeeds,” said friend Dr
Glyn Priddle.

“I were a betting man you

very foolish to iet against
him.”

Dr Priddle was one of three support
crew who sailed across in the 32-foot
masthead sloop Quickmatch.

The voyage, which left Apollo B
in Victoria at 11.30 a.m. on gaturr] a:.;
was not for self-gratification as
Spence raised $8000 for charity.

The support yacht was used to
assist Mr Spence with navigation and
radio communication.

However, originally, Mr Spence
had planned to do the crossing alone,

Dr Priddle, who is also a yachts-
man and has sailed with Mr Spence
for years, admitted he was worried
about the trip.

“With his past medical history, 1
did not know how he would react to
the hazards of the trip,” he said.

However, as Mr Spence clearly
admitted he is a “very stubborn per-

He said the idea for the trip started
as a small niggling in the back of his
mind that he would like to tackle Bass
Strait in a smaller boat.

In November last year it became
more serious and he started to look
around for the right vessel.

It eventually came in the form of a
loan from boat owner and Queenscliff
publican Warwick Henderson.

ence then waited till autumn
for the erossing because this time of
year usually provides the most stable
weather.

SALT OF THE SEA: Yachtsman Ron Spence
waves to well-wishers on his arival at Stanley
after crossing Bass Strait Picture: Phil Payne.

Luckily, the weather during the
crossing was relatively calm, apart
from on Sunday afternoon when
30-knot winds and rough seas forced
an unscheduled stop at Grassy on
King Island.

However, Mr Spence said he was
not concerned about any danger.

“I've been retired for 11 years and
cannot find enough time to do -
thing I want to do. I'm comfortably off
and if I did not think I'd make it, T
wouldn’t have gone. Life’s too good at
the moment.”

He said he always had it in his

The Advocate, Wednesday, April 24, 1996 - Page 3

Payne.

mind that he was never more than 25
miles from land at any one time.

Anti-cramp tablets, six apples, a
?ofn::ii{m!: u{ grie\i ﬁ-u:ﬁ andhnuts and
ifes arley sugar t him goi
through the tyrip e = i

The unscheduled King Island stop
also allowed for a 12-hour sleep.

Mr %pance left Grassy at 9.30 a.m.
on Monday.
Dolphing accnmixm'ed him at
times, but he said the most magical
‘moment was seeing an albatross,

Mr Spence is a veteran of Bass
Strait crossings, participating in the

Mini 12 "Australia IT” sails across Bass Strait

Sydney to Hobart about seven times
and the Melbourne to Hobart about
five times — a race he won in 1973.

He also holds the race record for
the Queenscliff to Devonport race,
which he set in 1990 with Fuji Logi-
Tech.

This crossing raised $8000 for Gee-
long United Way, a collective of chari-
ties.

Mr Spence will return to Mel-

_bourne on Quickmatch, which will

leave Stanley when the weather per-
mits,

A DROP IN THE OCEAN: The diminutive size of 69-year-old Ron Spence’s Australia
Il replica is illustrated as it passes Stanley wharf after the Bass Strait epic. Picture: Phil

MOVING
INTERSTATE?

We have a regular fur-
niture van service that
travels from Hobart to
Caimns return. Covers
Melbourne, Sydney,
Brisbane, etc.

Bookings and quotes. .,

Ph: (076) 353038




