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Australian Sailing Team’s Matt Bugg wins 

Australian 2.4mR Championships at Brighton 

  
Matt Bugg, four times champion in the 2.4mR class (photo: David Staley) 

The Australian Championships for the International 2.4mR class were held over the Labour Day holiday 
weekend at Royal Brighton Yacht Club. 

Australia and New Zealands’ representatives at the 2012 Paralympic Games, Matt Bugg (TAS) and Paul 
Francis (NZL), were competing as part of their preparations for Rio in 2016. 

The fleet also included Sydney Olympian Peter Thomson as well as a strong fleet of able body 2.4 sailors. 

Australian Sailing Team’s Matt Bugg (TAS) was first to the line in five races to secure a three point win from 
Paul Francis (NZL) who won the other three. Third overall was Peter Russell (ACT). 

This was the first win for Matt Bugg over Paul Francis this season, after their last two encounters at Sail 
Melbourne in December and Sail Auckland in January saw Paul Francis ahead of Bugg. 

The 2.4mR National Championship was the last regatta in Australia for Bugg and coach Richard Scarr (TAS) 
before boats are put into containers to make their way to Europe. 

“This was an important regatta for us to test our gear and skills before taking on the rest of the world in Europe.  
I’ve been putting in a lot of work since Sail Melbourne to prepare for these nationals and the European circuit 
and this win is great motivation before continuing on to Europe”, said Bugg after his win. 

In Europe Matt Bugg plans to compete at the Delta Lloyd Regatta in the Netherlands (20-24 May 2014) as well 
as at the Sail for Gold Regatta in Weymouth, UK (1-6 June 2014) and possibly the “Kieler Woche” in Germany 
(21-25 June 2014). 

The 2014 Para-Sailing season will culminate at the IFDS World Championship in Hallifax, Canada in August 
(16-24 August 2014). The IFDS World Championship will also be the first opportunity to qualify for the 2016 Rio 
Paralympic Games. 
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2014 2.4mR Australian Championships Hobart 

For the Australian Championship last weekend, eleven 2.4mR sailors travelled to Victoria from New South 
Wales, ACT, Tasmania and New Zealand.  

The Royal Brighton Yacht Club Race Management Team was able to complete all eight scheduled races 
despite the challenging shifty conditions over the three days. Breezes ranged from 5 to 15 knots. 

The Class Association Point score winner was Peter Warren (ACT), ahead of Lisa Blackwood (TAS) and Neil 
Patterson (VIC). 

 

Overall Results (drops = 1) 
Pl 

Sail 
Num 

Boat Name Skipper 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 
Net 
Points 

1 36 Moshi Mathew Bugg 1 1 1 (12R) 1 1 2 3 10 

2 14 Joey Paul Francis (9) 2 2 1 4 2 1 1 13 

3 28 Jeelka Peter Russell 4 (5) 3 2 3 3 5 2 22 

4 1 Octopod II Michael Leydon 3 8 (9) 3 2 5 4 6 31 

5 30 Happy Days Lisa Blackwood 6 7 7 4 6 7 (8) 5 42 

6 31 Jitterbug Ron Bugg 2 6 5 8 (10) 6 6 10 43 

7 27 Morna V Peter Thompson 7 4 4 7 5 4 (12C) 12C 43 

8 27 Rocky Neil Patterson 8 3 6 (12C) 12C 8 3 8 48 

9 25 Patch Mark Durnan 5 (10) 10 6 8 9 7 7 52 

10 9 Advance Australia Peter Warren 10 (11) 11 5 9 11 10 4 60 

11 10 Lilla Babs Colin Brown (11) 9 8 9 7 10 9 9 61 

F=DNF, Q=DSQ, C=DNC, G=RDG, R=RTD 
 

   
Matt Bugg first championship Paul Francis second championship Peter Russell third championship 

   
Peter Warren first pointscore Lisa Blackwood second pointscore Neil Patterson third pointscore 

2014 winners with Royal Brighton Yacht Club 

Commodore Alan Woodward 

(photos: David Staley) 
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 08-04-2104 Saturday racing 
 

 09-04-2014 Sunday racing 
 

 10-04-2014 Monday racing 
2.4mR’s racing at Royal Brighton Yacht Club (photos: David Staley) 


